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referred this suggestion to the British delegation in
Paris, who thought that such an announcement
would be injudicious in view of the state of affairs at
the Peace Conference. My own opinion was that
it would in any case fail in its object unless it were
coupled with some assurance that the support and
assistance would be rendered to an Arab adminis-
tration, but, in view of the answer from Paris, Lord
Curzon decided to say nothing.
At this stage it was at last arranged that the
Egyptian Expeditionary Force, which it had for
some time been realised could not remain in occu-
pation of Syria indefinitely, should evacuate the
French sphere on the ist November. The question
then arose whether the hinterland from Damascus
to Aleppo should be handed over to the French, in
whose sphere of interest it lay by the Sykes-Picot
Agreement, or to the Arabs, who were actually
administering the government and who, by the
same agreement, were to have an independent State
there. The French, whose suspicion of Feisal was
as strong as ever, could not very well shut their eyes
to the fact that he was in possession, and had to
agree that he should remain, though they did not
like it, while Feisal, whose feelings towards them
remained unaltered, was no better pleased at being
handed over to their charge. Early in September
Feisal himself came to London, accompanied by
Colonel Cornwallis, who had been with him in
Damascus ever since its occupation by the British
and Arab forces nearly a year before, and by Nuri
as Said. As soon as he arrived he was handed a copy
of an aide-memoire from Mr. Lloyd George to
Monsieur Clemenceau in which the arrangements
for the British evacuation of Syria were set out for
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